
9TH ANNUAL BATTLE FOR THE BELT 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 20 – SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2026 

 
Sanction:  Held under the sanction of USA Swimming through Arkansas Swimming, Inc.  

Sanction Number: AR-02202026 
 

Meet Type:  Age group events, timed finals.  
 
Host:  Arkansas Racers 
 
Dates:  February 20-22, 2026 
 
Location: The River Center 

1800 Citizens Drive 
Benton, AR 72015 

 
Starting Time:  Friday Session –  Warm-ups will begin at 4:00 PM.   

Meet will begin at 5:30 PM. 
  Saturday Session –  Warm-ups will begin at 8:30 AM.   

Meet will Begin at 10:00 AM. 
Sunday Session –  Warm-ups will begin at 8:30 AM.   

Meet will begin at 10:00 AM. 
 

The host team reserves the right to adjust warm-up and meet start times based on the number of 
swimmers in each session. Any assigned warm-up times or changes to the meet schedule will be 
communicated to each club in advance. 
 

Warm-Up:  Swimmers without a coach present must check in with the Meet Referee and will be assigned to a coach 
for warm-ups.  

 
All ARSI warm-up rules apply to both the pre-meet warm-up and the separate warm-up area during each 
session.  Swimmers must enter the water feet-first at all times, except during the pre-meet sprint warm-
up period when diving is allowed. The first violation will result in a warning; any additional violation will 
result in disqualification. 

 
Facility: Eight-lane, 25-yard indoor course with non-turbulent lane lines, Spectrum Accelerator Starting Blocks,  

Colorado Electronic Timing System with touch pads and horn start, eight Colorado Backstroke Start 
Devices with eight relay judging platforms with speedlights, and a full-color LED Screen Colorado 
Scoreboard. A separate warm-up/warm-down area will be available in the Leisure pool. The minimum 
water depth, measured per Article 202.4.10C, is 12’6” at the start end and 4’0” at the turn end. The 
competition course has not been certified in accordance with Article 104.2.2.C(5). 

 
The meet will be run with a closed deck. Only swimmers, certified coaches, and meet personnel will be 
allowed on deck. No food will be allowed on deck. Spectator seating will be available in the natatorium 
bleachers area. Swimmers leaving the pool area must wear a shirt, pants, and shoes.  
 

Officials:  Meet Referee:   Alyce Oulette – joulette@sbcglobal.net 
Meet Director:   Monica Nelsen – monica@cascracers.com 
Administrative Official:  Melinda Martin – Melinda.Martin@staffmark.com  
 



Entry Deadline: Entries must be received by Wednesday, February 11, 2026. The preferred method of entry is by a Hy-
Tek digital file. Send to entries@cascracers.com. 

 
Entry Fees:  $22.00 Facility Fee per Swimmer 

$3.00 ASI Surcharge per Swimmer  
$7.00 per Individual Event 
 
Make checks payable to CASC Racers.  

CASC Racers 
C/o Adam Nelsen  
3416 Ridge Pass Court 
Little Rock, AR 72227 

 
Eligibility:  All swimmers must be registered as 2026 athlete members of USA Swimming. No entries will be 

accepted without a current USA Swimming registration number. On-deck registration will not be 
permitted. The age of each swimmer as of February 20, 2026, determines the age group classification 
for the entire meet. 

 
Attending  Only coaches registered with USA Swimming will be allowed to participate in any coaching capacity.  
Coaches: To receive access to the pool deck, coaches and officials must be prepared to show a valid USA 

Swimming membership card (USAS app is acceptable proof). 

Entry Limits: Swimmers may enter a maximum of six (6) Individual Events per day. The Meet will be limited to the 
first 500 swimmers entered. If a team’s entries exceed the 500 swimmer limit, all of the team’s entries 
will be accepted. 

 
Deck Entries:  Deck entries will be accepted by the Clerk of Course up to 40 minutes before the published starting 

time. Cost is $10.00 per individual event. A swimmer who has not previously entered the meet must also 
pay the $25.00 surcharge. Deck entries for each event will be placed in open lanes in existing heats in 
the order in which they are received by the Clerk of Course. New heats will be created to accommodate 
deck entries as necessary. The original heats will not be reseeded. A swimmer who scratches one event 
and enters another event to replace it will be charged deck entry fees.   

 
Scratches:  No money will be refunded for scratches. A swimmer who does not report by the final call will be 

scratched from that event. 
 
Format: Events will be swum with combined age groups, but will be separated for awards. Friday's session will be 

mixed-gender. 
 
Seeding:  All events will be pre-seeded, except for the 500 Freestyle and 400 IM, which will be deck-seeded and 

require positive check-in. Check-in closes forty (40) minutes before the session start. Both events may 
be limited to the fastest 48 swimmers. All heats will be swum fastest to slowest. 

 
Awards:  Medals will be awarded for 1st through 3rd places, and ribbons will be awarded for 4th through 8th 

places. Medals, ribbons, and high point awards will be given to boys and girls in the following age 
groups: 8 & U, 9-10, 11-12, 13-14, and 15 & Up.  The first-place team will be awarded the Champion 
Belt. A sprint champion award will be given to boys and girls for the most points for events 101 through 
108 in the following age groups: 8 & U, 9-10, 11-12, 13-14, and 15 & Up.  

Scoring:  Individual Events: 9-7-6-5-4-3-2-1.  
 
Final Results:  Final results will be posted on the CASC Racers Website & Arkansas Swimming Website. 



 
Rules:  USA Swimming and Arkansas Swimming, Inc. Rules and Regulations will govern the meet. ARSI safety 

guidelines and warm-up procedures will be in effect. Swimmers and coaches are responsible for 
acquainting themselves with the information provided in this document. It is understood and agreed 
that USA Swimming shall be free from any liabilities or claims for damages arising by reason of injuries 
to anyone during the conduct of the event. 

 
No swimmer will be permitted to compete unless he/she is a member as provided in Article 302.  Any 
swimmer entered in the meet must be certified by a USA Swimming member coach as being proficient 
in performing a racing start or must start each race from within the water without the use of the 
backstroke ledge.  When unaccompanied by a member-coach, it is the responsibility of the swimmer or 
the swimmer’s legal guardian to ensure compliance with this requirement.   

No swimmer will be allowed on deck without a coach member present. If their home club coach is not 
planning to attend the event, the swimmer must be assigned a supervising coach. If a swimmer arrives 
without a coach, he/she must find a willing coach at the facility to sign the supervision form before a 
credential can be issued. Each club is responsible for its swimmers' conduct. The meet Director or Meet 
Marshal may require any person who is harmful to others or to others' property to leave the 
competition. 

Deck changes are prohibited. The use of audio or visual recording devices, including cell phones, is not 
permitted in changing areas, restrooms, or locker rooms. Any person found using such devices in these 
areas will immediately be removed from the meet, have all fees forfeited, and be subject to further LSC 
and/or USA Swimming sanctions and penalties. 

Operation of a drone or any other flying apparatus is prohibited over the venue (pools, athlete/coach 
areas, spectator areas, and open-ceiling locker rooms) any time athletes, coaches, officials, and/or 
spectators are present.     
 
All adults participating in or associated with this meet acknowledge that they are subject to the 
provisions of the USAS Minor Athlete Abuse Prevention Policy (“MAAPP”), and that they understand 
that compliance with MAAPP is a condition of participation in the conduct of this competition. 

 
Medical: River Center will provide lifeguards for medical emergencies. AED is available on deck. Emergency 

phones on deck can communicate directly with EMT. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Order of Events: 

  Mixed Friday Mixed   
  101 10 & Under 25 Free 101   
  102 11 & Over 25 Free 102   
  103 10 & Under 25 Back 103   
  104 11 & Over 25 Back 104   
  105 10 & Under 25 Breast 105   
  106 11 & Over 25 Breast 106   
  107 10 & Under 25 Fly 107   
  108 11 & Over 25 Fly 108   
  109 Open 100 IM 109   
  110 *Open 500 Free 110   

   

 
 
     

Girls Saturday Boys  Girls Sunday Boys 
201 10 & Under 100 Free 202  301 10 & Under 50 Free 302 
203 11 & Over 100 Free 204  303 11 & Over 50 Free 304 
205 10 & Under 200 IM 206  305 10 & Under 100 Fly 306 
207 11 & Over 200 IM 208  307 11 & Over 200 Fly 308 
209 10 & Under 50 Fly 210  309 10 & Under 50 Back 310 
211 11 & Over 100 Fly 212  311 11 & Over 100 Back 312 
213 11 & Over 50 Back 214  313 10 & Under 100 Breast 314 
215 10 & Under 50 Breast 216  315 11 & Over 200 Breast 316 
217 11 & Over 100 Breast 218  317 10 & Under 200 Free 318 
219 10 & Under 100 Back 220  319 11 & Over 200 Free 320 
221 11 & Over 200 Back 222  321 11 & Over 50 Breast 322 
223 11 & Over 50 Fly 224  323 *11 & Over 400 IM 324 

                                                                                                                                                         *10 minute break prior to event 


